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SENATOR HARDIMAN ENSURES CHILD SAFETY AS DHS BUDGET MOVES ON 
TO THE GOVERNOR 
 
Senator Hardiman has ensured that child safety remains top priority as the Department of Human 
Services (DHS) budget for the 2006-2007 fiscal year has cleared the conference committee, been 
approved by both the House and the Senate, and is now awaiting approval by the Governor.   
 
Under the proposed budget, Hardiman led the conferees to add 51 new child abuse and neglect 
investigators with Child Protective Services (CPS) and five additional workers that review 
licensing of child daycare and adult foster-care homes.   
 
Other highlights of the budget included a significant increase of funding for marriage and 
fatherhood programs, and the Jobs, Education and Training program.  The JET program is 
dedicated to helping welfare recipients move from welfare to work.   
 
Specific programs for Kent County included $126,500 for Camp O’Malley; $25,000 for a new 
program that is designed to help senior citizens who qualify for food assistance; $200,000 for the 
Effective Family Formation program; $40,000 to expand the model of welfare to work started by 
Fred Keller and Cascade Engineering; and other programs sponsoring awareness of the Earned 
Income Tax Credit (EITC), which Kent County organizations, charities and faith based groups 
have participated in.   
 
The DHS budget now moves on to the Governor for her consideration. 
 
KENT COUNTY TO RECEIVE FUNDING FOR ROAD PROJECTS 
 
Senator Hardiman is pleased to announce that there will be millions of dollars in added state 
funding to fund much needed road projects in Kent County.   As part of the “Jobs Today” 
program, a significant amount will be spent on improving the infrastructure in Kent County.  
Hardiman ensured that the project will not only create jobs, but support the long-term economic 
development of West Michigan.   
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
The Kent County Projects include: 
 

• Cascade Road: 36th Street to Whitneyville Avenue.  Pavement rehabilitation.  $70,000 
Jobs Today match.  $1,200,000 total project cost. 

• Patterson Avenue: 92nd Street to 100th Street.  Reconstruct roadway.  $160,000 Jobs 
Today match.  $1,000,000 total project cost. 

• Kalamazoo Avenue: 52nd Street to 60th Street.   Reconstruct roadway.  Drainage.  
Additional center turn lane and signage.  $300,000 Jobs Today match.  $2 million total 
project cost.   

• 68th Street: Division Avenue to Kalamazoo Avenue.  Pavement rehabilitation.  $112,500 
Jobs Today match.  $850,000 total project cost.   

• Leonard Street: Carpenter Avenue to Oakleigh Avenue.  Reconstruct street with utility 
placement.  $198,000 Jobs Today match.  $1,870,000 total project cost. 

• Wealthy Street: Division Avenue to Lafayette Avenue.  Reconstruct street including 
transmission water main, combined sewer separation and sanitary sewer reconstruction.  
$163,500 Jobs Today match.  $9,124,000 total project cost. 

• Fuller Avenue: Franklin Street to Wealthy Street. Reconstruct street including combined 
sewer separation and sanitary sewer reconstruction.  $237,000 Jobs Today match.  
$6,488,000 total project cost.    

 
HARDIMAN INTRODUCES LEGISLATION PROTECTING SENIORS 
 
Senator Hardiman has introduced Senate Bill 1308, which seeks to amend the General Property 
Tax Act.  This bill would attempt to protect the nonprofit charitable tax exemptions for certain 
homes for the aged, assisted living and skilled nursing facilities as well as other nonprofit 
organizations.  There has been a movement around the state to start taxing these nonprofit 
charitable facilities which would likely result in increased fees for our seniors and most 
vulnerable populations.  Hardiman’s goal would be to simply maintain the property tax 
exemptions these facilities have always maintained and not to expand this exemption to groups 
that have not been exempt in previous years.   
 
BEAT THE HEAT! 
 
The temperature has been soaring across the Midwest this month and has hit the Grand Rapids 
area with heat indices that have topped 100 degrees!   With these dangerously high temperatures 
and stifling humidity, here are a few tips from the Kent County Health Department on how to 
keep safe from heat related illness:  

• Drink plenty of liquids, especially water.  Stay away from alcohol and caffeinated 
beverages as they tend to cause dehydration. 

• Sports drinks are a good choice because not only do they hydrate your body, but they 
replace nutrients that your body can lose through perspiration. 

• Avoid excessive activities outdoors, especially between the hours of 11 AM and 4 PM 
because the sun is at its highest point and the air temperature is at its peak.  

• Remember to wear loose fitting clothes and wear sunscreen when outdoors. 
• When indoors, keep all windows possible open and keep air circulating throughout the 

house.  Keep shades and blinds close to help keep the temperature in the house down.   
• MOST IMPORTANTLY - NEVER LEAVE A CHILD OR PET IN THE CAR, EVEN 

WITH THE WINDOWS ROLLED DOWN - THE HEAT CAN BE FATAL.   
 



 
 
 
 
 
SUMMER BOATING SAFETY 
 
When you're out enjoying our states wonderful waters this summer please remember that life 
jackets save lives.  Eighty percent of people who drown while boating are not wearing their life 
jacket.  You can make boating fun and safe - make sure everyone in your boat wears their life 
jacket.  And remember, in Michigan, it's the law for all children under six.  When you enjoy 
Michigan's lakes and waterways this summer, be boat safe and boat smart.   
 
 
SENATOR HARDIMAN’S DISTRICT OFFICE HOURS 
 
Senator Hardiman will be holding monthly district office hours the first Monday of each month 
from 10:00am - 11:30am throughout the 29th district. Be sure to talk to the Senator at his 
upcoming office hours:  
  

• Monday, August 7, 2006, Grand Rapids Urban League, 745 Eastern Ave. SE, Grand 
Rapids, MI 49503 

 
Senator Hardiman will hold this time each month so constituents of the 29th district have an 
opportunity to speak with him one-on-one about any questions or concerns they may have 
regarding state issues. You can also contact Senator Hardiman’s office via his toll-free number: 
1-866-305-2129 or visit Senator Hardiman’s homepage to set-up a meeting outside of the district 
hours, www.senate.michigan.gov/hardiman  
 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION  
 
The Hardiman Herald is designed to provide residents and organizations with a timely update of 
Senator Bill Hardiman’s activity in Lansing. If you have any questions, please contact Senator 
Hardiman's office.  
Mail: P.O. Box 30036 Lansing, Michigan 48909-7536  
Toll-Free Phone: (866) 305-2129  
Fax: (517) 373-5801  
E-mail: www.senate.michigan.gov/hardiman
 
 


